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IP Will and Estate Planning Checklist for Creators 

 
 
Why You Need an IP Will and Estate Plan 
 
As a creator, your intellectual property (IP) assets—such as copyrights, trademarks, patents, and 
digital content—hold financial and personal value. Without proper estate planning, your IP 
rights may become lost, mismanaged, or disputed after your passing. This checklist ensures 
your creative legacy is protected, managed, and transferred according to your wishes. 
 
Step 1: Identify Your Intellectual Property Assets 
 
List all copyrighted works (books, music, artwork, photography, software, scripts, blog posts). 
List all trademarks (brand names, logos, slogans, product names). 
List all patents (inventions, proprietary technologies, industrial designs). 
List all domain names and websites (personal blogs, e-commerce platforms). 
List all social media accounts (Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, monetized accounts). 
List all NFTs and digital assets (crypto holdings, blockchain-based art). 
Keep track of licensing agreements (who is currently using your IP and under what terms). 
 
Step 2: Determine Your Beneficiaries & Heirs 
 
Decide who will inherit your IP assets (family, business partners, organizations). 
Specify how each asset should be managed (continue licensing, sell, donate, archive). 
Assign monetary distribution (who will receive royalties and future earnings). 
If gifting to multiple beneficiaries, determine percentages of ownership or usage rights. 
 
Step 3: Appoint an IP Executor 
 
Choose a knowledgeable executor who understands IP management (lawyer, business 
manager, family member). 
Provide a list of all assets and clear instructions on how they should be handled. 
Consider appointing different executors for different asset types (e.g., one for copyrights, 
another for patents). 
Ensure the executor has access to relevant legal documents, passwords, and contracts. 
 
Step 4: Create or Update Your Will 
 
Work with an estate planning attorney to draft a legally valid will. 
Include a specific Intellectual Property Clause in your will, outlining: 

● Who inherits each type of IP. 
● Instructions for licensing, renewing, or selling IP assets. 
● Rights to future royalties and payments. 

  Consider setting up a trust to manage IP assets for long-term protection. 
  Ensure your will complies with local inheritance laws. 
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Step 5: Protect Your Digital & Physical IP Records 
 
Store all legal documents (wills, copyrights, trademarks, patents) in a secure place. 
Keep a digital backup of important files (contracts, proof of ownership, licensing agreements). 
Document login credentials for IP-related accounts in a secure password manager. 
Regularly update your estate plan to reflect new works, partnerships, and changes in the law. 
 
Step 6: Communicate Your Wishes 
 
Inform trusted individuals (family members, business partners, legal advisors) about your plan. 
Discuss your wishes for continued monetization or archiving of your work. 
Ensure your executor and beneficiaries understand their roles and responsibilities. 
 
Step 7: Review & Update Your Estate Plan Regularly 
 
Review your estate plan every 2-3 years or after major life events (marriage, new assets,   
business changes). 
Keep records of royalties, earnings, and active licenses to ensure proper financial management. 
Stay informed about legal changes in copyright, trademark, and digital asset laws. 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
A well-structured IP will and estate plan ensures your creative legacy is preserved and your 
beneficiaries receive rightful ownership and revenue. Taking these steps prevents legal 
disputes, financial loss, and mismanagement of your life's work. 
End of Checklist 

 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
This document is provided as a sample template/guide for educational purposes only, as part of 
The Creative Shield: The Artist’s Guide to Copyrights, Trademarks & Brand Monetization. It is not 
intended to constitute legal advice, consultation, or professional services. Use of this document 
does not create an attorney-client relationship, and readers are advised to consult with a 
qualified legal professional for advice about their specific legal needs. The author and publisher 
disclaim any liability arising from the use of this sample template. 


