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Guide: How to Track Unauthorized Use of Your Work 

 

Why Tracking Unauthorized Use is Important 

As an artist, your creative work is valuable, and ensuring it is not used without permission is 
crucial. Unauthorized use can lead to lost revenue, reputational harm, and difficulty in enforcing 
your rights. This guide outlines simple, effective ways to track if your artwork, photography, or 
designs are being used without your consent. 

 

1. Google Reverse Image Search 

Best for: Finding unauthorized use of your images online. 

 How to Use: 

1. Go to Google Images. 
2. Click on the camera icon (Search by Image). 
3. Upload your image or paste the image URL. 
4. Google will display websites where the image appears. 

 Tips: 

● Perform searches regularly to detect unauthorized copies early. 
● Use different versions (cropped, resized) of your image to find modifications. 

2. TinEye Reverse Image Search 

Best for: Detecting modified or altered versions of your work. 

 How to Use: 

1. Go to TinEye. 
2. Upload your image or paste the image URL. 
3. TinEye will display where the image appears online, including altered versions. 

 Pros: 

● Shows modified images. 
● Provides historical tracking of an image’s online presence. 

 Cons: 

● Smaller database compared to Google Images. 

https://images.google.com/
https://images.google.com/
https://www.tineye.com/
https://www.tineye.com/
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● May not catch images from social media platforms. 

3. Metadata & Watermark Tracking 

Best for: Proving ownership and tracking use over time. 

 How to Add Metadata: 

● Use tools like Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom, or XnView to embed copyright details into 
image metadata. 

● Include your name, website, and copyright notice in the metadata. 

 How to Track Metadata: 

● Use tools like ExifTool or Metadata2Go to check if your metadata remains intact online. 
● Some websites remove metadata, so use watermarks as additional protection. 

 Using Watermarks: 

● Place a small, semi-transparent watermark on your images. 
● Keep an original, unwatermarked version for legal proof. 

4. Copyright Monitoring Tools 

Best for: Continuous monitoring and automatic detection. 

 Useful Tools: 

● Pixsy – Automated reverse image search for tracking image use. 
● Copytrack – Helps track image theft and recover licensing fees. 
● Berify – Uses facial recognition and image search to detect misuse. 

 Benefits: 

● Automated tracking saves time. 
● Some tools offer legal support for copyright enforcement. 

5. Monitoring Social Media & Marketplaces 

Best for: Finding unauthorized sales of your work. 

 How to Monitor: 

● Search for your artwork title or signature on Instagram, Etsy, Redbubble, and Amazon. 
● Use hashtags and keyword searches to spot resellers. 
● Set up Google Alerts for your name, brand, or artwork title. 

 Take Action: 
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● Report unauthorized listings using the platform’s IP infringement complaint system. 
● Send a DMCA takedown notice to remove infringing content. 

6. What to Do If You Find Unauthorized Use 

 Step 1: Document the infringement (screenshots, URLs, timestamps). 
 Step 2: Contact the website owner or infringer and request removal. 
 Step 3: File a DMCA Takedown Notice with the hosting service or search engine. 
 Step 4: If necessary, seek legal action or copyright enforcement services. 

Final Thoughts 

Tracking unauthorized use of your work is essential for protecting your creative rights. By using 
reverse image search tools, metadata tracking, and copyright monitoring services, you can 
take control of your artistic assets and enforce your rights effectively. 

End of Guide 

 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
This document is provided as a sample template/guide for educational purposes only, as part of 
The Creative Shield: The Artist’s Guide to Copyrights, Trademarks & Brand Monetization. It is not 
intended to constitute legal advice, consultation, or professional services. Use of this document 
does not create an attorney-client relationship, and readers are advised to consult with a 
qualified legal professional for advice about their specific legal needs. The author and publisher 
disclaim any liability arising from the use of this sample template. 
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